THE  TWILIGHT  OF  THE  GODS

to-day my three spectres continue to haunt many sections of
America. But I had then, and still have, confidence in the future
of the United States because I find here more numerous elements of
social understanding than in any other country. As I have already
noted in connection with my first trip, maliciousness is not an
American vice. Why this remission of original sin? Perhaps because
the dangers are less and the blessings-more abundant. Fear engenders
cruelty, and hitherto the Americans have hardly known fear.
Misery gives birth to envy, and misery, although it exists in America,
is less irremediable there than in the old countries.

In England the solidity of the institutions had seemed to me based
on the solidity of traditions. 'England is a democracy because it is
an aristocracy/ Professor Barker used to say, and it was true. America
shares with England, and unhappily not with France, the good for-
tune of not being a country divided by history. It went through the
Civil War, but the South as well as the North accepts the regime
without reservation. Of course we shall see social revolution in
America, but only the perpetration of very serious blunders could
dig 'the bloody ditch' of a Terror between the classes here. As to
the relations between France and the United States, though they
were at that time poisoned by the absurd question of the debts, I did
not find the future disturbing. French culture in all forms found a
public in the United States ready to understand it. England, resting
on its long past, felt sufficient unto itself; America, a mixture of
races in search of a culture, found in France a common denominator
and a universal thought.

And so I returned from the United States certain that there was a
duty to be discharged by a French writer who could speak English,
which was to maintain, on every opportunity offered, a spiritual
bond between France and America. This was certainly no reason
to neglect my English friends, but the task with them had become
more difficult and perhaps the key to these difficulties lay in Wash-
ington. During the war when I had talked to the French about the
English and to the English about die French I had found sympathetic
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